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This book is an Easy Read version to the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016. It is not the entire law. This law gives effect to the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(UNCRPD).

The entire law is on the government of India website at:
http://www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/RPWD%20AC
T%202016.pdf

The basic ideas of UNCRPD followed by the new disability law:

People are free to make their own choices.

« No one will be discriminated against.

« Persons with disabilities have the same rights to be included in

society as any body else.

« Persons with disabilities are to be respected for who they are.

« Everyone should have equal opportunities.

« Everyone should have equal access.

« Men and women should have equal opportunities.

« Disabled children should be respected for who they are as they

grow up.

« Government of India should make sure that persons with

disabilities actually do get treated equally.



















































Existing Disabilities (PwD Act 1995)
. Blindness

Low-vision

Leprosy Cured Persons

Hearing Impairment

Locomotor Disability

Intellectual Disability

N o o bk~ e D~

Mental lliness

New Disabilities Added in RPwD Act 2016

8. Dwarfism

9. Muscular Dystrophy

10. Chronic Neurological Conditions
11. Specific Learning Disabilities

12. Multiple Sclerosis

13. Speech and Language Disability
14. Thalassemia

15. Hemophilia

16. Sickle Cell Disease

17. Acid Attack Victim

18. Parkinson's Disease

19. Autism Spectrum Disorder

20. Cerebral Palsy

21. Multiple Disabilities

18



Swabhiman, founded in 2001, is a state level organization working towards empowering
persons with disabilities through information, knowledge advocacy, capacity building,
research and training. Swabhiman has been in the forefront of several policy changes that
have positively impacted the lives of persons with disabilities. It specifically focuses on
supporting education, strengthening youth for availing employment opportunities,
increasing public awareness on the issue of disability, working towards accessible cities
and conducting research for enabling advocacy.

OSDN (Odisha State Disability Network) was founded in 2003 with the notion that —" On
their own no one can change very much, but by coming together disabled people can have
a stronger voice, raise awareness, change attitudes, change laws.” OSDN is a
conglomeration of about 125 NGOs and over 150 individuals with disabilities from across
the state.
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