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Symposium: Implementing Disability Rights Across the Commonwealth Date: Thursday, 5 November 2026
Venue: Sir John E. St. Luce Finance & Conference Centre, St. John’s, Antigua and Barbuda
7:45 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. | Registration 8:20 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. | VIP Photocall
8:30 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. | Welcome and Opening Remarks
Chair: Kerryann Ifill, Vice-Chair, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum
Four minutes per speaker.
· Hon. Gaston Browne, Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda
· Thandazile Mbwyisa, Kingdom of Eswatini High Commissioner to UK,
· Chris Elmore MP Minister Human Rights and the Commonwealth UK video
· Tania Baumann Secretary-General, Commonwealth Secretariat
· Isaac Solomon, Vice President Operations, Caribbean Development Bank
· Dr Richard Rieser OBE, General Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum (CDPF) – Overview of the Day

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. | Development of Disability Rights Legislation: Country Perspectives
Chair: Sarah Mutoni Kamau, Chair, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum; United Disabled People of Kenya
Five minutes per presentation, followed by discussion and questions.

1. Barbados: Janeil Odell and the Hon. Edmund Hinkson, High Commissioner of Barbados
2. Canada: The Hon. Carla Qualtrough, Former Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion
3. India: Diethono Nakhro, National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP)
4. Implementing UNCRPD in Antigua and Barbuda: Bernard Warner, Association of Persons with Disabilities, Antigua and Barbuda
       Steven Thiru,President Commonwealth Lawyers from the floor.
Discussion and Question


10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. | Mid-Morning Break
10:45 a.m. – 12:50 p.m. | Reasonable Accommodation
Chair: Scader Louis, Treasurer, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum; FADOMA, Malawi
Five minutes per presentation, followed by discussion and questions.

1. Inclusive Education
· Kihembo Wilbert Film presentations from Uganda
· Richard Rieser, General Secretary, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum
2. Climate Emergencies
· The Hon. Jeremiah Norbert, Member of Parliament, Saint Lucia
· Patience Ogolo Dickson, Advocacy for Women with Disabilities, Nigeria
3. Employment
· Clare Gebellini, Australian Federation of Disability Organisations
· Sarah Mutoni Kamau, Chair, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum
4. Women and Girls with Disabilities
· Gaudence Mushimiyimana, Rwanda (video)
· Rasanjali Pathirage, National Forum of Women with Disabilities, Sri Lanka
5. Neurodiversity, Learning Difficulties and Mental Health
· Emile Gouws, Self-Advocate, South Africa
· Gorret Namwanje, Triumph Mental Health Support, Uganda
6. Sport and Leisure
· Dr Don Rukare, President , Commonwealth Sport
· Ganish Singh, Council of Organisations of Persons with Disabilities, Guyana
7. Indigenous Peoples with Disabilities
· William Ward Boas, Australia
Discussion and Questions: 40 minutes

8. UNICEF Caribbean: Beneficiary Management Project
UNICEF Mr Gopal Mitra, Global lead for Disability and Development

12:55 p.m. – 2:05 p.m. | Lunch


Following lunch, the youth group will break away to participate in the Young Disabled Leaders’ Workshop.

2:05 p.m. – 3:35 p.m. | Implementing Disability Rights
Chair: Richard Rieser, General Secretary, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum
This session will run in parallel with the Young Disabled Leaders’ Workshop.

1. The UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
· Dr Floyd Morris, Member, UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Jamaica
Presentation: 15 minutes, followed by 10 minutes for questions and answers
2. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Disability
· Dr Sruti Mohapatra, Vice-Chair, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum, India. Video presentation: 10 minutes
3. The Role of the Commonwealth Secretariat
· Dr Justin Pettit, Acting Adviser and Head, Human Rights Unit, Commonwealth Secretariat
Presentation: 10 minutes
4. The Government of Antigua and Barbuda
· Kiz Johnson, Minister of State, Ministry of Social and Urban Transformation, Antigua and Barbuda
Presentation: 5 minutes
5. Using the Disability Inclusion Action Plan (DIAP)
· Rhoda Garland, Disability Rights Commission, Malta
Presentation: 5 minutes video. Chris Fearne ,Foreign Minister , Malta

Discussion and Questions: 25 minutes

6. Resources and How to Use Them
· Richard Rieser, General Secretary, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum
Presentation: 10 minutes

Parallel Session: Young Disabled Leaders’ Workshop
Facilitators: Nancy Maguire, Clare Gibellini and Kihembo Wilbert
Focus areas:
· Presentation of issues emerging from the Youth Forum: Kihembo Wilbert, Youth Officer, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum

· Identifying the pressing issues facing young disabled people in the Caribbean
· Developing and presenting youth priorities

3:35 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. | Afternoon Break


4:00 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. | Plenary: Priorities and the Way Forward
Plenary Chair: Stephen Twigg, Chief Executive Officer, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA)
Session Lead: Richard Rieser, General Secretary, Commonwealth Disabled People’s Forum
1. Presentation of Caribbean Youth Priorities - 15 minutes
2. Film: Issues Facing Young Disabled People Across the Commonwealth
· Kihembo Wilbert, Youth Officer, CDPF - 10 minutes
3. Report-Back: Developing a Caribbean Disability Inclusion Action Plan Dr Anthony George Caribbean Development Bank
· Caribbean Development Bank - 15 minutes
4. Taking the Disability Inclusion Action Plan Forward
5. Identifying Priorities for disabled people across the Commonwealth
6. Discussion, Prioritisation and Voting
· Open discussion on proposed priorities
· Opportunity for participants to suggest additional priorities
· Conference-wide voting to agree on a consolidated list of key priorities

Closing Address
Her Excellency Karen Mae Hill, High Commissioner of Antigua and Barbuda to the United Kingdom

5:45 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. | Reception and Celebration
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